xi                   ADVANCES INTO ENGLAND                 153

Yet in spite of the enthusiasm that his soldierly
figure excited whenever it appeared in the streets, Monk
could not congratulate himself on his position. He had
practically failed. Instead of giving his country a free
Parliament he had restored the Rump. For England
he saw nothing but new political troubles, for himself
a repetition of the suspicion and ingratitude he had
already experienced. Still he held their commission,
and felt bound to do his duty to them. All else was
dark before him. So Dr. Gumble was sent to London
to convey his compliments and humble advice to the
authorities, and as secretly as possible to see what could
be made out of the situation. Nor did he depart
further from the path of duty than to allow an officer
to proceed to his old comrades in Ireland, suggesting that
the Irish army should petition for a free Parliament.

From Coldstream, as soon as he heard the Rump was
* sitting, he had written to the Speaker for orders.    As
yet none had arrived, and he determined, in pursuance
of his new authority as commander-in-chief, to advance
to York    There he arrived on the llth, to find no trace
of Fairfax or his party.     They had disappeared, and
I                      the city was in the hands of troops who had gone over

*                     to the Parliament.    The rest of Lambert's deserters had

joined the Yorkshire gentlemen, but had sent to the
right-about every Cavalier that had shown himself at
the rendezvous. Buckingham himself, Fairfax's own
son-in-law, had had to go in spite of his irreproachable
professions. York had refused to receive any of Fair-
fax's partisans. Lord Fairfax himself, sensible of a
fiasco, had made a fit of the gout an excuse for retiring
to his own house. However, on Monk's arrival he en- memorable march. with his
